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Prefixes con-, com-, and cofPrefixes are word parts that are attached to the beginnings of
words. The prefixes col-, com-, and con- mean "with" or "together.
The prefix col- is attached to words that begin with /. The prefix com- is
attached to words that begin with b, m, or p. The prefix con- is attached to
other sounds.

Change the prefix and write each word correctly.

confuse
composing

concentrate
collide

college
confer

commission
collapse

committee
complaints

1. colmission
2. conposing
3. conplaints
4. conmittee
5. comlapse
6. conlide
7. conlege
8. comfer
9. comfuse
10. colcentrate
When you finish, share your work with a partner.
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Name

Selection Vocabulary
Focus

controversy n. a
disagreement; dispute

memorial n. a reminder of a person
or event
journalists n. plural form of
journalist: a writer or editor engaged
in presenting news through media
such as newspapers or magazines
publicity n. information given out
to bring a person or thing to the
attention of the public
merely adv. nothing more than; only

sacrificed v. past tense of sacrifice:
to give up something for the sake of
someone or something else
mourned v. past tense of mourn: to
feel or show sorrow or grief
architect n. a person who designs
buildings and supervises their
construction
consultant n. a person who has
a lot of expert knowledge of a
profession or line of work and whose
job is giving advice to others in that
profession or line of work

distinctly adv. easily noticed or
understood

Write the vocabulary word that matches each definition.
©

1.

I

felt or showed sorrow or grief

2.

. information that brings something to the attention of the public

3.

gave up something for the sake of someone or something else

4.

. a person whose job is giving advice to others

5.

. a person who designs buildings

6.

. a disagreement; dispute

7.

. writers for a newspaper or magazine

8.

. a reminder of a person or event

q.

.only

8
S

•

10.

. easily understood
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Making Inferences
Authors do not always describe characters or events but allow
readers to make decisions about those characters or events
according to their own knowledge and experience.
An inference is a decision or a statement about a character or an event and
is based on evidence from the text and the reader's own knowledge.

Read the sentences below. For each sentence, circle the
inference that best fits the sentence. Use what you know
from "A New Type of Memorial: Maya Lin and 'The Wall'" and your own
knowledge and experience to make your choices.

1. Maya Lin said she intended to succeed in architecture and to prove that "women can get
things built."
a. People did not have confidence in women architects.
b. The female architects she met were not very good.
c. Lin thought it was really easy to succeed in architecture.
2. The attitude of the architects, she said, was like, "All right, you've done the design. It's
real simple. We'll take it from there."
a. The architects liked all of her ideas from the start.
b. The architects were trying to help her.
c. The architects expected to make changes.
3. The sheer enormity of the number of names on "The Wall" is so striking that at first it
silences the people who see it.
a. It takes cyuite a while to read so many names.
b. People are speechless when they see how many names there are.
c. It takes a long time to find the names they are looking for.
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Making Inferences (continued)
Read the paragraphs below. Make three inferences based on
the information in the paragraphs and your own knowledge and
experience.
The president of the school club opened the letter written by club
members and read it aloud to the rest of the club. When he was finished,
Mrs. Wilson spoke up.
"I don't see how this letter makes any difference. These members
don't understand the problem. I think we should go on with our plans and
pay no attention to them," she said.
Then Mr. Friedman stood up. "I think we need to reconsider our
plans. It seems to me that these members make some very good points
about keeping the the club open. And besides, it's their club too, and
they seem to care about it. Maybe there is another way to handle this
problem," he said.
The club president called for a vote. The club voted ten to one to
keep the club open.
4. Inference about Mrs. Wilson

n
55

i

5. Inference about Mr. Friedman

6. Inference about the school club
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Suffix -ity; Prefixes con-, col-, and
com-; and Number Prefixes
• The suffix -ity means "state or quality of being."
• The prefixes con-, col-, and com- mean "together" or "with."
• Uni- and mono- (one), bi- (two), tri- (three), quad- (four), and multi- and po/y(many) are number prefixes.
• For words ending in a silent e, when the suffix starts with a vowel, drop the
silent e: mobile + -ity = mobility.

monotone
multiplication

mobility
publicity

container
collection

multicultural
charity

multitalented
majority

Meaning Strategy
Choose the spelling word that correctly completes
the sentence.
1. There was much (publicity/mobility) surrounding the event.
2. The (multicultural/monotone) event featured food from many countries.
3. His (monotone/charity) voice put us to sleep.
4. The (container/majority) of workers voted to strike.
5. The (multicultural/multitalented) actor can sing and dance.
6. He answered the (multiplication/majority) question correctly.
7. She has a large (mobility/collection) of stuffed bears
X v>

11
sp

8. Her only means of (publicity/mobility) is a bike
f\.

The class gave money to a (charity/majority) to help hurricane victims.

10. I put the loose change in a (collection/container).
When you finish, share your responses with a partner or small group.
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Varying Sentences to Achieve Purpose, and
Fragments and Run-ons
Focus

Declarative sentences make statements, imperative sentences
issue requests or demands, interrogative sentences ask questions,
and exclamatory sentences show strong feelings.

Indefinite pronouns refer to unspecific nouns, interrogative pronouns
introduce interrogative sentences, and relative pronouns introduce adjectives.
A fragment is a group of words that does not express a complete thought,
and a run-on sentence contains more than one independent clause without
the proper connections.

Add the correct punctuation to each sentence. Tell
whether it was written to ask a question, make a
statement issue a demand, or show strong feeling.
1. Have you ever been to a memorial
2. They can be very overwhelming
3. The Vietnam Veterans Memorial is breathtaking
4. Visit Washington, D.C.
Rewrite the following sentences correcting fragmented sentences and
run-on sentences.
5. "The memorial should avoid."

6. The memorial was not supposed to make a political statement a flag would make the
site look ridiculous.
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