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Latin Root terra and Greek Root gen
• Latin and Greek roots appear in many English words, and are
used in many words which make up word families.
• The Latin root terra means "land."
The Greek root gen means "race" or "birth."

Write the word from the word box that best completes each
sentence below.

terrace

territory

generations

3. Hair color is a

against other predators and animals.
trait.

4. My family members have had black hair for
5. We built a

genes

for brown eyes.

1. In my family, I inherited the
2. Lions defend their

genetic

.

into the hill and planted flowers in the flat ground.

Circle each word that has the Latin root meaning "land." Underline
each word that has the Greek root meaning "race" or "birth."
6. The rough terrain made it difficult to run and play.
7. He updates the genealogy records of his ancestry online.
8. I think decorations made out of terracotta are very beautiful.

I)
Q.

3
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Selection Vocabulary
Focus

heaved v. past tense of
heave: to rise and fall

raged v. past tense of rage: to act in
a violent way
anxiously adv. in a fearful or worried
manner
cinders n. plural form of cinder: a
piece of coal, wood, or other material
that has been burned up or that is
still burning but no longer flaming

falter v. to move in an unsteady way
urgently adv. in a manner that
requires immediate attention
sternly adv. in a firm or hard manner;
unwaveringly
wreckage n. what is left of something
that has been ruined or destroyed

Write T in the blank if the sentence for the vocabulary word
is true. Write F if the sentence is false.
1. What is left of something that has been ruined or destroyed is called cinders.
2. Sternly means in a manner that requires immediate attention.
3. Urgently means in a firm or hard manner.
4. Raged means acted in a violent way.
5. Heaved means rose and fell.
6. To move in an unsteady way is to falter.
7. Anxiously means in a fearful or worried manner.
8. Wreckage means pieces of material that have been burned up.
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Drawing Conclusions
• Authors do not always provide all the details about characters and
events in a story.
Readers can draw conclusions about characters and events in a story using
evidence from the story.

Read the following paragraphs from "The Big Wave" and
draw conclusions about the characters and events. Write
your own conclusions on the lines below each paragraph.
1. Morning came, a strange fiery dawn. The sky was red and gray, and even here upon the
farms, cinders and ash fell from the volcano. Kino had a strange feeling, when he stepped
barefoot upon the earth, that it was hot under his feet.
Conclusion:

2. No one stirred from home that day. Kino's father sat at the door, watching the sky and the
oily sea, and Kino stayed near him. He did not know what Jiya was doing, but he imagined
that Jiya, too, stayed by his father. So the hours passed until noon.
Conclusion:

3. At noon his father pointed down the mountainside. "Look at Old Gentleman's castle," he said.
Halfway down the mountainside on the knoll where the castle stood, Kino now saw a red
flag rise slowly to the top of a tall pole and hang limp against the gray sky.
E

CD

Conclusion:
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Drawing Conclusions (continued)
4. Jiya had run out of the house, crying. Now when he saw Kino, he decided that he would
go there instead of to the castle, and he began to hurry up the hill to the farm. Next to his
own family he loved Kino's strong father and kind mother. He had no sister of his own and
he thought Setsu was the prettiest girl he had ever seen.
Conclusion:

Reread the portion of "The Big Wave" that speaks of Old
Gentlemen and draw a conclusion about what the villagers
thought of him.
Conclusion:
Evidence: _

When you finish, share your drawn conclusions or your paragraph with
a partner or small group.
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Greek Root gen, Latin Root terra, and
Antonyms
• The Greek root gen means "race" or "birth."
• The Latin root terra (also tern) means "land."
• An antonym is a word that has the opposite, or nearly opposite, meaning of
another word.

territory
diverse

genealogy
inferior

Practice

superior
degenerate

homogenous
terrarium

similar
terra cotta

Word Family Strategy
Write the spelling words beneath the correct root.

gen

terra

1.

4.

2.

5.

3.

6.

Write the correctly spelled word on the blank.
7. inferier, inferior
8. suprior, superior
9. similar, simaler
10. diverse, divirse

.

a. ID

8 !§
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Using Electronic Technology to
Verify Information
• The most important aspect of a research report is its accuracy.
If information is inaccurate, all the answers to questions and the
conclusions that are drawn will be unreliable.
You must be sure to verify the accuracy of information provided in your
reports.
Not all information available on the Internet is reliable. Anyone can set
up a Web site and put information on it. Amateur Internet sites do not
necessarily provide reliable information that can be used to verify research.
The reliability of Internet sites is sometimes signaled by their appearance.
You should look for these signals or clues whenever doing research on an
Internet site: the longevity of the Internet site, its use or reference in other
disciplines, and the emphasis of substance over style.

Imagine you are writing a report on hurricanes. Use a
search engine to locate three different Internet sites
concerned with the history of tracking or recording hurricanes. Compare
and contrast these three Internet sites based on their individual
merits. What elements make one Internet site seem more "credible" or
"authoritative" than another?

When you finish, share your findings with a partner. Discuss the
different sites you were able to locate.
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