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Shades of Meaning
Shades of meaning measure the strength or specificity of a word;
we know that starving is much hungrier than just hungry, so we say
the word is stronger or more specific. When you look for shades of meaning,
try to think about how strong or specific a word is.

There are two underlined words in each sentence.
Circle the underlined word that is the stronger, or more
specific, of the two.
1. Since it has rained a great deal, the flowers have grown and the garden has flourished.
2. The volcano was big, but the eruption's cloud of dust and ash was huge.
3. I felt thirsty as we hiked the canyon, but my brother insisted his throat was parched.
4. The earthquake tremors vibrated in our apartment and the city trembled.
5. The river flowed with flood water while the stream surged through the woods.
Use shades of meaning to change the following sentences. Change the
underlined words in each sentence to be more specific. Add other details to
the sentences to make them more meaningful.
6. Are those storm clouds heading in our direction?

7. It has taken the river a long time to shape its banks.

I
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8. The mountains are snow-covered this time of year.

When you finish, share your new sentences with a partner or small
group.
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Selection Vocabulary
wealth n. riches

entirely adv. completely

core n. the central part
of Earth

eroded v. past tense of erode: to wear
or wash away slowly

crater n. a hollow area that looks like
the inside of a bowl
collide v. to crash against each other

layer n. one thickness of something
impression n. a mark or design
produced by pressing or stamping

tension n. the force that affects
objects that are pulled or stretched

fragment v. to break apart into
small pieces

Write the word from the word box that best matches the
underlined word or phrase in the sentences below.

1. Those two marbles are about to bump into each other.
2. The girls climbed the volcano to look into the hollow part in the center.
3. One girl left the imprint of her boot heel in the earth.
4. They watched the cup break into pieces as it hit the floor.
5. The top thickness of earth is the most fertile.
6. Bill created stress in the rubber band when he stretched it.
7. Luke gained his riches by inventing things.
8. Earth has heat at its central part.
\. Some of this soil has been worn away.
10. In some places the soil is completely gone.
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Compare and Contrast
Readers can compare and contrast stories, characters, and events
to get a better understanding of what they read.
To compare means to state how two or more things are alike.
Words used to compare include both, same, like, and as.
Example: Music is like poetry because they both use rhythm.
To contrast means to state how two or more things are different. Words
used to contrast include different, but, unlike, and although.
Example: Bicycling is different from ice skating because a bicycle has
wheels and ice skates have blades.

Write 1 if the sentence is a comparison. Write 2 if the
sentence is a contrast. Underline the clue words in the
sentences. The first sentence is done for you.

1. Unlike the other planets of our galaxy, Earth's conditions are exactly right for the slow
development of life.

^

2. Earth's core and magma are both very hot.

_

3. The Rocky Mountains and the Adirondacks are mountain ranges which were both formed
when the floating plates of Earth collided.

_

4. The Adirondack Mountains are older, and unlike the Rocky Mountains, are rounded and
smoother.

_

5. Igneous rock was once magma, but metamorphic rock is formed when heat and pressure
act on sedimentary rock.

_

6. Trees act as both a shelter from sunlight and a home for living things.

_

7. The natural world and the force of human nature both affect the earth today.
8. Just as the Snake River formed the Snake River Canyon in Idaho by means of erosion,
»

the Colorado River formed the Grand Canyon.
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Compare and Contrast (continued)
Read the paragraph below and fill in the blanks with words from
the box that express either a comparison or a contrast. You will
use some words more than once.

different

similar

both

Basketball and baseball are
by teams. The two games are

unlike

like

played
because

use a ball. But basketball and baseball

are

because basketball has baskets, but

baseball has bases. The two games are also
because basketball is played on a court, but baseball is played
on a field. However, just
baseball,
sometimes basketball can be played outdoors. Still, baseball
is

basketball because the rules are
for each game.

Write a paragraph that either compares or contrasts two things.
Remember that when you compare two things, you write about how
they are alike. When you contrast two things, you write about how
they are different. You may want to compare or contrast foods, pets,
music, books, or other subjects. Be sure to use clue words that
express either a comparison or a contrast.
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Content Words and Prefix semiThe theme Earth in Action has its own vocabulary, or content
words.
The prefix semi- can mean "half," "not completely," and
"happening twice within a set time period."

atmosphere
semitropical

cyclical
semiannual

conjecture
semicolon

environment
hypothesis

semiprivate
semicircle

Visualization Strategy
Write the spelling word correctly.

1. hipothises

6. semisircal

2. atmasphere

7. semitropacle

3. conjecsure

8. semiprivite

4. semicolan

c\.

5. enviernment

cyclicle

10. semianual

When you finish, share your responses with a partner or small group.
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Voice (Active and Passive)
Example

Rule
• In the active voice, the
subject performs the action.
• In the passive voice, the subject
receives the action.
• Overusing the passive voice makes
your writing stiff and hard to read.

The hammer broke the window
glass into pieces, (active voice)
The window glass was broken
into pieces by the hammer,
(passive voice)

Change the sentences below from the passive to the active
voice.
1. People in almost every country in the world read Shakespeare's plays.

2. An environmental concern of today can be overpopulation.

3. The result of waves pounding away at sea-facing cliffs with hard stead-fast rocks is the
formation of sea stacks.

4. Tiny particles of rock and sand piling up on the ocean floor create sedimentary rock.
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