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Suffix -ness
Knowing the meanings of suffixes can help you to figure out words
you don't know. When you see a suffix, separate it from the word.
Try to define it. What does it tell you about the rest of the word? Maybe
you already know the rest of the word and you just do not know the suffix.
Looking up the suffix can help you find the meaning of the word.
Use what you know about Word Structures and Context Clues to help you
with suffixes.
• The suffix -ness means "state or quality of being."
• The suffix -ness changes the base word from an adjective to a noun.

Read each definition. Write a word ending in -ness that fits
the definition.

1.

state or quality of being happy

2.

state or quality of being lonely

3.

state or quality of being foolish

4.

state or quality of being fit

5.

state or quality of being quick

6.

state or quality of being kind

7.

state or quality of being blind

8.

state or quality of being serious

When you finish, double check your work with a partner.
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decade n. a period of ten
years

labor n. hard work; toil
tragedy n. a sad or dreadful event;
disaster
eliminate v. to get rid of; remove
fortunes n. plural form of fortune:
great wealth; riches
terrain n. ground or land

hazardous adj. likely to cause harm
or injury
bankruptcy n. a state of being
unable to pay what one owes
treaty n. a formal agreement
between countries
negotiating a form of the verb
negotiate: to talk over and arrange
the terms of; to have a discussion in
order to bring about an agreement

Write the word that best fits each clue below.
1. You are trying to come to an agreement. What are you doing?
2. You are doing something dangerous. Which word describes what you are doing?
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3. Your job is very hard work. Which word describes your job?
4. Your friend cannot pay her bills. Which word describes her condition?
5. Something terrible happened. What would you call it?
6. You are walking over some ground. Which word means ground?
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7. Someone is very wealthy. Which word describes what he or she has?
8. Our country signed an agreement with another country. What is this called?
q. Your brother is ten. Which word describes how long he has lived?
10. You are planning to pull the weeds from your garden. What do you plan to do to them?
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Cause and Effect
Understanding what caused a character to behave in a certain
manner or why an event occurred can contribute to a reader's
involvement in a story.
A cause is why something happens, and an effect is the thing that
happens as a result.
Writers often use signal words and phrases to identify cause-and-effect
relationships. These words include because, so, if, therefore, since, as a
result, and for this reason.

Underline the cause in each sentence and list what signal word or
phrase helped identify the cause-and-effect relationship.
1. They needed to travel through the isthmus so they had to build the canal.
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2. The President disregarded an earlier treaty and for this reason there were some opponents
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of the canal temporarily
3. They did not believe the doctor when he told them how to avoid diseases and therefore
they kept catching the diseases.
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4. Dr. Gorgas had earned a good reputation because he completely wiped out yellow fever on
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the island of Cuba in less than a year
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Cause and Effect (continued)
Find three cause-and-effect relationships in "The Panama Canal."

5. Cause(s):

Effect(s):

6. Cause(s):

Effect(s):

7. Cause(s):

Effect(s):

When you finish, show a partner your examples. Do you have any
in common?

100 UNIT 4 • Lesson 5

Comprehension Skill • Reteach

UNIT

Lesson §

Date

Name

Suffix -ness and Latin Root sens
• The suffix -ness means "state or quality of being."
• The Latin root sens means "feel" or "feeling."
For words ending in y that sound like /e/, change the y to an /. For
example, happy + -ness = happiness.

consent
resent

trickiness
sensitive

sense
sensory

semidarkness
cleanliness

loneliness
sensation

Convention Strategy
Combine the suffix -ness with the other word parts
to complete the spelling words.
1. semidark

+

ness

=

2. cleanly

+

ness

=

3. tricky

+

ness

=

4. lonely

+

ness

=

Correct the spelling word.
5. sensative

=

6. conssent

X
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7. resennt

=

8. sence

=

R. sensery

=

10. censation
When you finish, share your responses with a partner or small group.
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Using Electronic Technology to
Retrieve Information
• The Internet is a global network of interconnected computer
networks. People can use the Internet to access information from
almost anywhere in the world.
The Internet offers many advantages for research. It gives you free access
to vast quantities of information. You can access world-wide sources of
information. Sometimes you can find the most up-to-date information.
Not all the information on the Internet is equally reliable. Evaluate
information from the Internet carefully.
A search engine is a software program that looks for word matches based
on the keywords or phrases you type in.

List some words or phrases you could use to search the
following topics.

Information about the first successful airplane flight.
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Information about the Boston subway.

Negotiating the Panama Canal treaty.
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