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Homographs
Homographs are words that have the same spellings, like gum and
gum, but different meanings: gum is the "pink area above your
teeth," and gum is also "candy that you chew." Sometimes homographs are
pronounced differently, too, like dove (duv), which is "a kind of bird," and
dove (dov), which means "did dive."

The following sentences have homographs that are broken into
syllables. Circle the stressed syllable in each word. You may want to
say the sentences in your head to help you decide which syllable is
stressed.
1. The president will address the people on television.
My address will change when I move into a new house.
2. We were content to lie on the beach all day.
The paragraph is written correctly, but the content could be better.
3. The desert is a dry place with miles of sand.
The crew decided to desert the ship when it began to sink.
4. He set the tape player to record his favorite radio program.
Be careful not to scratch that record when you play it.
Use context clues to choose the correct definition for the homograph
underlined in the sentence. Circle your answer.
5. She stood close to the door.
a. shut
X

s

b. near
6. He is a fan of comedies.
a. admirer
b. device to stir up the air
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chaotic adj. lacking a visible
order or organization

notoriously adv. widely and unfavorably
known

subway n. an electric railroad
that runs under the ground in a city

modified adj. past tense of modify: to
change in form or character

hub n. a center of interest or movement

calculations n. plural form of
calculation: the act, process, or result
of addition, subtraction, multiplication,
or division

commence v. to begin; start
excavated v. past tense of excavate: to
uncover by digging

constitute v. to make up; form

perpendicular adj. at right angles to a
given line or surface

Match the word on the left to the definition on the right.

1. hub

a. lacking a visible order or organization

2. subway

b. an electric railroad that runs under the
ground

3. chaotic
4. calculations
5. modified
6. notoriously
7. constitute
8. perpendicular
R. excavated
10. commence

c. a center of interest or movement
d. to begin; start
e. uncover by digging
f. at right angles to a given line or surface
g. widely and unfavorably known
h. changed in form or character
i. the acts, processes, or results of
mathematical processes
j. to make up; form
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Concept Words
The theme of Great Expectations has certain words that are often
used called concept words,
A syllable is a beat or single unit of sound in a word.
A dictionary shows a word's syllabication.

achievement
transcontinental

exhibition
calculation

mechanical
automation

technology
innovation

self-determination
souvenir

Proofreading Strategy
Write the correct spelling on the line.
1. exibition, exhibition
2. acheavement, achievement
3. mechanical, mecanical
4. transcontinental, transcontanental
5. souvenir, souveneer
6. automation, autimation
7. technology, technoligy _
8. self determination, self-determination
9. calculation, calculaytion
10. innovation, inovation

'

When you finish, share your responses with a partner or small group.
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Varying Sentences to Achieve Purpose
Rule

Example

• A declarative sentence
makes a statement. It
ends with a period.

Horse-drawn carriages moved
slowly.

• An interrogative sentence asks a
question. It ends with a question
mark.

Why was traffic so bad in Boston?

• An exclamatory sentence
expresses strong emotion. It ends
with an exclamation point.

I cannot stand walking in this
traffic!

An imperative sentence gives a
command or makes a request.
It ends with a period. Often, the
subject of an imperative sentence
is an understood you.

Do not forget to call for a cab.

Identify each sentence as declarative, interrogative, exclamatory,
or imperative.
1. Building the subway was a large undertaking.
2. Were the subways lit?
3. I can not believe what the builders were able to do!
4. Find out more about the working conditions.
5. Do you think they were afraid the tunnels might collapse?
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6. There is no way I could work underground!
7. The workers were very dedicated.
8. Ask them if they remeber working on the tunnel.
When you finish, share your work with a partner.
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